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“May you live in interesting times.” A cruel 
blessing. What a *show this year has been. 
We’ve all struggled personally and our jobs 
certainly haven’t gotten any easier, no matter 
what we do for a living. And still, we abide. 
Tomorrow is a better day. Be proud of 
yourselves. 
 
We’re proud of the work we’ve done this year at 
CLC. We’ve been fortunate to stay healthy, and 
we wish that for all of you. Although it’s been a 
challenging year, it’s also been a year of 
progress..  We didn’t slow down when we were 
pulled into our homes in the spring. Instead, we 
charged forward. We expanded our staff, 
increased our pace, and developed concrete 
plans for additional growth in 2021. To convert 
these plans to reality, we need your help. Please consider donating today. Your 
help will enable us to continue to make a positive impact on our environment in 
the years to come, and with the generous contribution from Glenn and Donna 
Scolnik every dollar you donate will be matched up to $50,000! 
 
Nature needs good lawyers. 
 
Onward – Christian Freitag 
 
 







The Promise of Protecting Land Forever 
By: Andrea Lutz, Director of Advancement 
 
 
Land conservation has always been one of Conservation Law Center’s focus 
areas. With a combined 60 years of experience, Christian Freitag, our Executive 
Director, and Bill Weeks, our Board Chair and Founder, have continually improved 
our legal support of land trusts, helping them do their work better and faster. Over 
the years, they have crafted a conservation easement template used by land trusts 
across the country, giving the land trusts more confidence that their promise of 
“protected forever” will hold. We are proud to say that in the last 15 years we have 
directly assisted projects totaling over 13,000 acres, worth more than $65 million in 
Indiana alone. 
  
How do we help land trusts? We give pro bono advice on matters of conservation 
easement drafting and enforcement, complex real estate transactions, property 
liabilities, and countless other matters related to running a nonprofit organization. 
We have worked with nearly every land trust in the state, including some recent 
projects with Sycamore Land Trust, Red-tail Land Conservancy, and Central 
Indiana Land Trust. 
  

















Choose Conservation Law Center as your charity 
at smile.amazon.com to support CLC this holiday season! 
 
1. Choose Conservation Law Center as your charity. 
2. Shop at smile.amazon.com. It is the same products, same prices, same services as 
the Amazon you know. 
3. CLC will get .5% of every purchase you make! 
 
CLC Clinic at IU Maurer School of Law 
By: Hannah Clendening, CLC Graduate Fellow Attorney 
 
 
Each school year, second- and third-year law 
students at the IU Maurer School of Law have the 
opportunity to enroll for credit as interns in our 
Conservation Law Clinic, one of Maurer’s six public 
interest clinics focused on providing students a 
hands-on learning experience working with real 
clients. Under the supervision of CLC attorneys, 
student interns work closely with each other and 
with the attorneys on live legal matters for our 
myriad clients who need assistance with natural 
resource conservation issues.  
 
In the fall semester, the Clinic’s experiential portion 
is supplemented by a classroom component, which 
takes the form of a weekly seminar taught CLC 
Senior Staff Attorney Jeffrey Hyman and Director Christian Freitag. The seminar 
topics have covered a diverse range of issues over the years, ranging from 
endangered predators—focusing on how species like wolves and big cats are 
treated under the law—to this year’s topic on land conservation issues, including 
conflicts at national parks in Indiana and elsewhere. This year, the Graduate 
Fellow Attorneys Joe Brinkman and Hannah Clendening also each led a session, 
one on public-private partnerships and conservation incentive programs, and the 
other on issues of equity and justice in the environmental field.  
 
Read More Here 
 
 
"Heck, yes, I am planning to enroll in the spring CLC clinic! This has been the 
absolute highlight of my semester. Between all the challenges of the 2L year 
and the world around us feeling very unsteady beneath my feet, I've relied on 
my CLC peers and meetings to motivate me. It was perfect timing to have as 
my last class of each week our CLC seminar, reminding me why I'm even in 
law school to begin with! Even without the seminar portion, I'm super excited 
to continue building relationships with my environmentalist peers and working 
on interesting projects." 
 







Wishing you all good health and cheer for the holiday season!  - CLC Board + Staff 
  
 
